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The Secrets of Costume Photography 



It takes almost no time at all to take a 
picture that is mediocre. 

 
It takes only a little bit more time to 
take a picture that is great! 



What can you do with that extra time? 



1. Take more shots! 
 With a digital camera, film is free 
 Your subject is already posing 
 Improved odds of: 
 Open eyes 
 Normal-looking smile 
 Steady camera 
 Stationary subjects 

 Especially important for group shots 



Check your shots 
 Make sure you get the shot you wanted 
 Confirm settings 
 Check for open eyes, camera shake 
 If you wait until later to check, it’s too late! 



2. Find good light 
 Lighting is everything! 
 Quality, not quantity 
 



Where do you find “good light”? 
Outside. 



Perils of Natural Lighting 

Harsh Front/Side Light Cloudy/Shady Conditions 



Bringing Natural Light Inside 



Avoiding Light Hazards 

Strong Backlight Visible Light Sources 



The WORST lighting: pop-up flash 
 Tiny light source 
 “Red-eye” issues 
 Causes flatness, lack of 

dimension 
 Limited range = limited 

use 
 Sometimes unavoidable 

(e.g. shooting in the dark) 
 



3. Find a good background 
“Interesting” not always 
better 

“Boring” causes its own 
problems 



Interest without being distracting 



Avoiding anachronism 



4. Change your angle 
 Think in 3 dimensions 
 Clockwise/Counter-clockwise 
 Closer/Farther 
 Higher/Lower 

 Get “normal” pictures, but think creatively, too. 



Change Your Angle (High/Low) 



5. Change your pose 
 Arms slightly bent 
 Turn your body slightly away (but keep your head forward) 
 “Normal” and “Creative” 
 



Take Extra Time with Groups 
 Always take multiple shots 
 One camera at a time 
 Make it clear to the subjects which camera is going next 

 Counting “1-2-3” 



Taking Extra Time with YOUR 
Camera 



1. What makes Smartphones special? 
 Always with you/easy to hide 
 Easy to share pictures 
 Depending on the phone, may take very good pictures 



Smartphones: Things to be aware of 
 All of the stuff we already mentioned (esp. taking multiples) 
 Find the Shutter Button 
 Set the Focus Point 



2. What makes point-and-shoot 
cameras special? 
 Still small enough to hide 
 Bigger sensor (usually) 
 More control 



Things you can control: ISO 
 Quality (graininess) of 

pictures 
 Higher ISO useful in low-

light situations 
 Helpful to avoid flash 



Things you can control: White Balance 



Things you can control: Zoom 
 A.k.a. “Focal Length” 
 Adjust composition, frame 
 Lens distortion for more flattering shots 
 Beware of digital zoom 



Things you can control: Focus 
 Engaging Auto-focus 
 Try to focus on the eyes/face 
 Locking focus 
 Let the camera do its thing! 



There’s an app for that. 
 Some smartphone photo apps allow more control 
 White balance 
 Timer/burst modes 
 Horizon level and other composition aides 
 Locking exposure/focus 

 Examples: Flickr, Camera+, Camera Awesome 



What makes DSLRs special? 
 Very large sensor 
 Bigger bodies 
 Interchangeable lenses 
 Even more control 
 $$$!! 



Working with the Exposure Triangle 



Your Camera = A Bucket 



Your Goal: Fill the Bucket 



ISO: The size of the bucket 

ISO 200 
ISO 800 ISO 1600 



Aperture: The size of the hose 



Aperture: The Splatter Effect 
f/1.8 f/10 



Aperture and Shutter Speed: 
Two things to remember 
   

 
 
 

 Aperture is measured in fractions  
 (bigger number = smaller aperture) 



Aperture and Shutter Speed: 
Camera modes 
 Auto: Camera does all the work 
 Program (P): Camera does most of the work, but gives you 

the option to make adjustments. 
 Aperture Priority (A or Av): You choose the aperture, the 

camera adjusts the shutter speed. 
 Shutter Speed Priority (S or Tv): You choose the shutter 

speed, the camera adjusts the aperture. 
 Manual (M): You choose everything. 



Which mode should I use? 
 Use Auto when: 
 Giving the camera to someone else. 

 Use Aperture Priority when: 
 Want a specific depth-of-field look. 

 Use Program when: 
 Doing most normal shooting. 

 Use Shutter Speed Priority or Manual: 
 Rarely. 



One last really technical thing: 
Raw vs. JPEG 
 RAW only available on DSLRs or very high-end point-and-

shoots 
 RAW gives you more control after the fact 
 JPEG takes less space, requires less fiddling 
 Bottom Line: Your choice 
 (But if you don’t have Photoshop, Raw probably isn’t worth it.) 



What to do if you want to spend a little 
extra money on photography? 
 Books 
 Camera+ or other advanced smartphone photo app 
 A flash diffuser, bounce, or remote flash 



What to do if you want to spend a LOT 
of extra money on photography? 
 Adobe Photoshop 
 A new camera? 
 Megapixels and Sensor Size 
 To DSLR or not to DSLR? 
 ILCs as a happy medium? 

 New Lenses 
 Look for fast lenses (helpful in low-light) 
 Consider Prime lenses. 
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